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[ Editor’s Note ] 

EDITOR’S  REQUEST: 

If you are currently on tour—please take pictures of airfields, planes, crew, ride flights, or other interest-

ing items and send them in.  These pictures preserve the squadron’s history and allows our members 

who can’t tour an opportunity to experience the tour through photos.  Photos used will receive appro-

priate attribution and a thank you.  Photos will also be displayed on the Flyer website as possible. 

Thank you to those who are touring! 

elcome to the June 2022 edition of The Flyer and my first edition as 
editor.  Konley Kelley and others before him have delivered a superla-
tive newsletter for decades.  My goal is to continue the same tradi-

tions while adding new and engaging content and ways to access it. 

The Flyer’s companion site (located under the Members Only section) or here:   

https://www.cafb29b24.org/theflyer-homepage 

on the squadron website has been redesigned to make accessing the Flyer 
editions easier than ever.  Additionally, please check the website often for up-
dated news, videos, stories, photos, and other squadron related information.  
The goal is to keep it frequently updated with new content from the Airpower tour, squadron meetings, 

events, and elsewhere in between quarterly Flyer publications.  The Flyer site already has new content, vide-
os, and pictures available for viewing.  Check it out! 

Squadron Exclusive:  If you missed Ann Pellegreno’s talk at the NAEC hangar in April the video is now avail-
able for viewing both on the squadron’s YouTube site and also on the Flyer web page.  Ann flew around the 
world in 1967  to commemorate the 30th anniversary of Amelia Earhart's attempt in 1937.  Special thanks 
to our own Kon Kelley for coordinating this fascinating and unique event. 

As always we here at the Flyer welcome any feedback, comments, contributions, or content suggestions.  If 
you have photos, stories, artwork, (or know someone who does) please don’t keep them a secret.  Squadron 
members meet interesting people, encounter their stories and history while out on tour and elsewhere.  
Please keep the Flyer in mind if you take some great photos, are out on tour, or run into a veteran or their 
families who have interesting stories to share. 

I hope everyone enjoys the new look and content of the Flyer and its companion pages on the squadron 
website.  I look forward to adding to the Flyer’s rich history and maintaining the excellence of the squadron 
newsletter. 

 

Thank You and Let’s Keep ‘Em Flying! 

 

 

 

 

 
Ross Martin 
Editor -  “The Flyer” Newsletter 
Email:  d.ross.martin@gmail.com 

W 

https://www.cafb29b24.org/theflyer-homepage


 

2022 TOUR SCHEDULE 
APRIL 

TOUR START! 
 

Louisville, Kentucky 

April 22 

 

Huntsville, Alabama 

April 27 - May 1 

 

MAY 

Columbus, Georgia 

May 4 - 8 

 

Daytona Beach, Florida 

May 11-15 

 

Brunswick, Georgia 

May 18 - 22 

 

August, Georgia 

May 25 - 28 

 

Baltimore, Maryland 

May 30 - June 1 

JUNE 

Reading, Pennsylvania 

June 3 - 5 

 

Hagerstown, Maryland 

June 8 - 12 

 

Dayton-Springfield, OH 

June 15 - 19 

 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

June 22 - 26 

 

Ft. Wayne, Indiana 

June 29 - July 4 

JULY 

Terre Haute, Indiana 

July 7 - 10 

 

Chicago, Illinois 

July 13 - 17 

 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 

July 20 - 24 

 

Appleton, Wisconsin 

July 20 - 24 

 

Rochester, Minnesota 

July 29 - 31 

AUGUST 

Marquette, Michigan 

August 2 - 3 

 

Alpena, Michigan 

August 5 - 7 

 

Midland/Saginaw, MI 

August 10 - 14 

 

Toledo, Ohio 

August 17 - 21 

 

Mansfield, Ohio 

August 24 - 28 

SEPTEMBER 

Niagara Falls, NY 

September  1 - 5 

 

Portsmouth, NH 

September  8 - 11 

 

Baltimore, Maryland 

(Second Stop) 

September  13 - 14 

 

Washington, DC 

Joint Base Andrews 

September  16 - 18 

 

Lexington, Kentucky 

September  20 

 

Evansville, Indiana 

September  22 

 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

September 24 - 25 

 

San Marcos, Texas 

September  30 - Oct 2 

OCTOBER 

Duncan, Oklahoma 

October  7 - 9 

NOVEMBER 

Dallas, Texas 

 

Wings Over Dallas 

Airshow 

 

November 11 - 13 

 
TOUR END! 

* SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  CHECK  www.airpowertour.org  FOR THE LATEST INFO.  WE’LL SEE YOU OUT THERE! 

GRAB YOUR SUITCASE 

AND YOUR FLIGHT SUIT 

IT’S TIME TO TAKE 

TO THE SKIES FOR THE 

AIRPOWER 
HISTORY TOUR 22 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  SIGN UP TO HELP 

OUT IN THE MEMBERS ONLY AREA OF THE 

SQUADRON WEBSITE 

www.cafb29b24.org 
“I FLEW IN ‘22” 

And YOU CAN TOO! 
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REPORTS 

Squadron Report 
Archie Taylor - Squadron Commander 

hy we do what we do. Below are a few excerpts from letters and emails we receive many 

times a month: 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I booked a 10:30 flight on FIFI on May 31, 2022, for me and my son. On behalf of us I want to say 

thank you. It was a flight I’ll never forget, and I hope my son never forgets. My Grandfather served in 

WWII, my stepfather served in Korea, my uncle was shot down and killed in Vietnam and I served in 

the first Gulf War. My son and I have nothing but love and respect for the military, veterans and the 

tools that were used.  

 

To whom it may concern, 

Thank you again for letting me know about this event. My son had an amazing time and now absolutely loves airplanes. I bought 

a model airplane for him there and he almost had it fully put together in the car on our way home. I was especially proud of him 

for climbing inside and touring FIFI. Please let us know when the next event is.  

 

B29/B24 Squadron, 

Please allow me to present this letter of special thanks and commendation for the three unforgettable days. The CAF Tour Staff 

and Pilots clearly have outstanding attitudes, professionalism, and skills resulting in my returning to the tour three days in a row 

to become immersed in the environment they work hard to honor and preserve. 

The CAF staff I have met during this tour are not only true professionals, but they exhibit dedication and integrity that such an 

important historical cause deserves. For this, I commend them, as well as thank them from the bottom of my heart. 

 

B29/B24 Squadron, 

Scared to death to fly and yet had THE BEST TIME EVER on my T-6 flight! Randall was an awesome pilot with insane amounts of 

experience, has served our great country and has taught me a zillion things about aviation, history, and it’s clear how much these 

pilots love what they do! Also….. The staff, everyone working the grounds……awesome people!  

 

Dear members of the CAF, 

I would like to thank the members who were present as you made my fathers summer by showing him respect and dignity while 

touring FIFI. 

Dad is 90 years old, and a former B-29 Air Force mechanic, who served at Davis-Monthan AFB during the Korean War. Dad truly 

loves the B-29, and it continues to hold a special place in his heart. 

Several years ago, my sister and I surprised dad by buying him a flight ticket on FIFI. Again, the CAF staff treated him like a hero. 

He shared that he felt more comfortable flying on FIFI, that on a commercial flight. He said, “I recognized every sound those en-

gines made even though 60 years had passed”. 

Thank you for the great respect and dignity you lavished on a 90-year-old vet! Your kindness overwhelmed me! Thank you for 

preserving our history! God Bless! 

 

Thanks for being a member of the B-29/B-24 Squadron, 

Archie Taylor - Squadron Commander 

W 
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REPORTS 

Executive Officer Report 
Al Benzing - Executive Officer 

he APHT is well underway, with many crewmembers working hard on 
Tour.  It is very rewarding to see the ‘Crew’ in action – well trained and 
getting the Mission done.  My sincere Thanks for all the many tasks 
you’re doing to keep the tour on track. 

 
Mentoring: 
Part of the process of running the Squadron is to ensure that new members 
are being trained and prepared to move into leadership positions.  There are 
numerous examples of the next generation ‘stepping up’, which gives us the 
continuity necessary to operate into the future.   

 
I’m a proponent of Mentoring, and since my term and others will expire at the 
end of 2022, we are engaging potential new leaders to provide experience in 

those important roles. 
 

Vetting new ideas: 
During B-29 Ground School, a question was raised about our process for ‘vetting’ new Procedures and Policies, 
which is mentioned but not detailed, in the Operations Manual. 

 
The Executive Officer (XO), who is responsible for Squadron operational documentation, will ensure affected parties 
are involved in reviewing all significant submissions.  And manage the process to ensure that all approved changes 

are documented, required training has been completed and the procedure implemented.   
 
Outline of the process: 
1) Any Squadron Member who identifies a safety, maintenance or operational Policy or Procedure that may be im-
proved, should initially discuss that idea with their immediate supervisor, e.g.  Lead Scanner or Instructor, Operations 

Officer, Crew Chief, Maintenance Officer, Tour Leader, Ride Desk Lead, etc.  They will determine if it is practical and 
should be submitted for vetting.  Do Not implement until the vetting process is completed! 

 
It is most effective to submit a proposal to the XO as a DRAFT Change to a Manual. 
 
2) Submissions will be discussed via phone or email with the most relevant Squadron officer or Committee head for 
the topic at hand, and with the Squadron Leader, Executive Officer  and Operations Officer. 
 
3) If there is reason to disapprove at this early stage, the member will be advised why, and if a revised method might 
be reviewed and resubmitted. 
 
4) If the initial review is favorable, other Officers and related Leaders, such as PIO, Tour Leader Admin, Ride Desk, 
etc., will be included to solicit feedback from this wider group.   
 
5) If the proposal receives final approval, the timing for documentation, training and implementation will be deter-

mined. 
 
Time-sensitive items can be implemented fairly quickly with an Operations Bulletin to trigger the implementation.  Or 
it may be delayed until Ground School for the next season. 
 
This process will be included in the next revision of the Squadron Operations Manual. 

T 
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REPORTS 

Flight Operations Report 
Al Herum - Flight Operations Officer 

s I write this the APHT has just arrived in Baltimore MD at 
Martin State Airport. This is our 7th stop of the season and 
so far things are going well operationally with our 2 bombers.  

Unfortunately our Stearman is down for repairs but should be rejoin-
ing the tour within a couple weeks. To get out of town on time we 
had to press hard to beat weather, then had to stop short of our des-
tination due to the setting sun. The next day we tried to leave early to 
beat the weather and ran into a few maintenance issues, our crews 
sorted those out quickly and we managed to beat feet in time again.  

Our tour stop/Airshow appearance  in Louisville went well followed a 
few days later by an outstanding stop in Huntsville AL. The next four 
stops were a bit slow at the gate but with good ride sales. We are 
just turning the page to the busiest part of our tour season and are 
expecting strong results in Baltimore and Reading where all bomber 
rides are already sold out.  

 

I’m expecting to see sold out rides at the next half dozen stops before we arrive. Avgas prices are hitting 
the bottom line to some extent depending on the stop. Thanks to all the flight crews, flight engineers and 
scanners who have participated in the tour so far. There are still plenty of flying opportunities for those 
wishing to fly.  

 

A 
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REPORTS 

Maintenance Report 
Bill Goeken - Maintenance Officer 

am Bill Goeken, the interim maintenance Officer.  I am serving out Phil Ped-
ron's term, as he has taken a maintenance position at CAF headquarters.  
Phil remains active as a B29 Flight Engineer, and a valuable resource to us 

in maintenance advice. 

Matt Pedron has succeeded Ben Powers as a mechanic and has been carrying 
on the great work started by Ben. 

The tour has commenced.  The B-29 and B-24 have been running great with 
only minor maintenance issues.  The T6's new engine is running well, and only 

a crankshaft seal which was leaking has been changed.  The PT-13 had an inci-
dent in Huntsville which required some minor repair to the leading edge on the 
lower right wing. That process is getting close to completion, and the airplane 
should be rejoining the tour in June.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lone Star Wing graciously offered their Stearman to do passenger rides in the interim. Thank you Jim-
my Page! 

Rick Garvis has been building up a QEC for FIFI and working on finishing the move from FTW.  He can al-
ways use more hands to help if you have any extra time to volunteer. 

We always welcome any help at the hangar. 

I 

Undated photo of Bill 
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REPORTS 

Training & Safety Report 
Stu Watkins - Training & Safety Officer 

o all on tour, thanks for your dedication. Please take extra time to do re-
fresher training before your first flights. A quick muscle memory exercise 
is always good. In flight is not a great time to ask yourself how does this 

ladder go back up, or how does this hatch close?  

Please also ensure that you perform a debriefing after each flight discussing 
things that went well and things that need improvement with the PIC or at least 
with the lead scanner. Remember to help the new folks get rapidly up to speed 
as we need them more than ever this year. Currency and standardization are our 
keys to professionalism and safety so if in doubt about some procedure please 
ask an instructor or tour leader. For example: no oily rags on the aircraft under 
any circumstances, etc..  

In the words of Chief John Flynn "If it is done right, it is safe." Scanners watch your engines (especially dur-
ing run ups.) Help each other and respect each other and we will all stay safe. Thanks again for all the time 
and effort you put into our squadron.  

T 
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REPORTS 

PIO Report 
Jacques Robitaille - Public Information Officer 

he 2022 Tour Season is well underway, with by the time of this writing five 
stops have been completed. We have seen very encouraging results with 
seats sold to-date, but unfortunately  turn-out at the gate has been below 

expectations. Getting the word out about our coming to town has always been a 
challenge, given our limited resources.  

Although we send out Media Advisories and Press Release prior to arrival, Face-
book advertising continues to be our primary vehicle for this over the past few 
years. And since I’m a numbers guy I thought I’d share some preliminary analysis 
with you.  

 

Our Facebook ad campaigns have been delivering outstanding results. Statistics I get from FB show that 
of the 5 stops completed so far, there were over 1 million people reached, and of those over 40 thousand 
direct clicks to our website.   

 

Overall, across the entire 2022 tour schedule, to-date we have reached over 4.6 million people and have 
had over 152 thousand direct clicks to our website. That’s in contrast to all of 2021, where we recorded 
5.3 million people reached and 385 thousand clicks over the entire season.  

Clearly, our FB reach continues to grow and we’re reaching a lot of folks through this channel. 

 

We’ll also be experimenting with local radio advertising with the Saginaw stop. The goal there is to see if a 
repeatable and cost effective model can be used for certain smaller markets.  

 

Let’s get excited!  

And be safe and be careful out there! 

T 
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REPORTS 

Adjutant Report 
Pam Pedron - Adjutant 

Hello All, 
 
e closed the winter with our B29 “in person” Ground School and it was an enormous 

success! We had 8 Flight Engineers, 32 Pilots, and 70 Scanners, Scanner trainees, 
and Ride Desk members in attendance. Again, the presentations were informative, 

inspiring, and of course entertaining. Thank you to all who presented and attended.  
 
We currently have 246 colonels on the Squadron roster with twenty new members since our 
Winter Newsletter. Please welcome our new B29/B24 Squadron members: 
 

 

 
Just a friendly reminder, your B29/B24 squadron dues are due at the beginning of each calendar year. Therefore, 
your 2022 dues were due on January 1, 2022, for this year! Thank you for your continued support as a member of 
the squadron. 
 
The Airpower History Tour is well underway with our breathtaking historical aircraft! Thank you to all the volunteer 
crew members who are and will be touring this season. The squadron will not and cannot succeed without each of 
you!  

 
There is still a great need for crew members on our 2022 tour stops. Therefore, if you can assist, please visit the 
squadron website at www.cafb29b24.org. and visit the Members Only section. Scroll down to the Touring Infor-
mation section and complete the Tour Availability form. If you would like to speak to someone concerning touring, 
please feel free to reach out to me, Pam Pedron, at 940-453-6879 or pjpedron@centurylink.net.  
 
Touring with these aircrafts is an incredible experience. Visitors are grateful to have the opportunity to see, tour, and/
or ride on these aircrafts. For some who visit, they or family member(s) participated with WWII in some capacity and 
therefore this becomes a nostalgic and emotional event for them, and they will share wonderful stories and memora-
bilia with the crew. While touring, friendships form and the camaraderie that develops while working for a great 
cause such as this is amazing. In addition, if you can crew consecutive tour stops you get to ride on these fabulous 
airplanes to the next tour stop and I cannot fail to mention the tons of fun we have! So, please get involved, we need 

you! 

W 

Kevin Domingue, Spring, TX  Phyllis Domingue, Spring, TX  Cynthia Kopec, Waltham, MA 

Paul Tibbets IV, Gonzales, LA  W. Kyle Gibson, Ft. Worth, TX   Gary Dean, Salisbury, United Kingdom 

Keith Meline, Aubrey, TX   Denise Walker, Palestine, TX  Alex Gallman, McCloud, OK 

Lora Gallman, McCloud, OK  Paul Batish, Coppell, TX   James Morris, Argyle, TX 

Christopher Waterman, Mansfield, TX Bill Buck, Columbus, GA   John Gingras, Tehachapi, CA 

Carlton Barber, Atlantic Beach, FL Steve Wolfe, Russellville, AR  Richard Eisele, Hartwell, GA 

 Buck Shuler, Hopkins, SC  Christopher McNaughton, Anchorage, AK 

mailto:pjpedron@centurylink.net
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REPORTS 

Adjutant Report—Cont. 
Pam Pedron - Adjutant 

While out of tour, we are frequently asked for information concerning and/or joining the CAF B29/B24 
squadron. We did not really have anything professional to give to our visitors and felt these two documents 
could assist as an information recruitment tool. Therefore, this year, with the major assistance of Andrea 
Hanson, we developed a membership brochure and a business card to pass out to our visitors who are in-
terested in learning more about and/or joining the squadron. Please see below. 
 
Thank you and hope to see you on tour! 

Business Card 
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REPORTS 

Adjutant Report—Cont. 
Pam Pedron - Adjutant 

Brochure Page 1 
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REPORTS 

Adjutant Report—Cont. 
Pam Pedron - Adjutant 

Brochure Page 2 
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REPORTS 

Education Report 
Konley Kelley - Education Officer 

try to make a point of learning any WWII history connected to a place I travel.  I failed to do 
my research a few weeks ago when my father put together a fishing trip to Sitka, AK.  Hav-
ing done this trip 15 years ago for my 40th birthday present, I knew we’d be on a boat for 

three days straight fishing.  Sightseeing is not on the itinerary even if I’d known there are hikes 
nearby to Ft. Russeau and other WWII landmarks.  

This time the trip was granddad’s college graduation gift for my son Kurt and we were joined 
by other grandson Jake.  While I embarrassingly did not know Sitka’s history as the US Navy’s 
first air station in Alaska in WWII, there was in fact a battle 220 
years ago for Sitka between Russians and the native population, 

the Tlingit I did know about.  Remnants of a fort are in the middle 
of town with details about the Tlingit culture, Russian occupation, 

and the purchase of the Alaskan territory by the United States in 
1867.  As seen in pictures, we also jokingly noted our position on 
the open ocean between Alaska (U.S.) and Russia.   

I am writing this report on Memorial Day 2022.  When I think about 

what connects us to WWII, a lot comes to mind.  We are connect-
ed in a big way by our historic aircraft and are witnesses to the 
memories they stir in veterans and the emotional impact on their 
families.  Many of our Squadron members have served in the mili-
tary and have combat experience.  Others have relatives who 
served and many with a direct family connection to WWII and/or 
bomber aviation.  This opens-up a wide range of feelings and lev-
els of relatability from one person to the next, and how that comes 

to be shared within our group.  Consequently, I’m always im-
pressed at the respect, knowledge, and listening skills of our 
members talking to veterans and the public at large. 

To expand one’s knowledge of any subject, the best tool we have 

is research.  The most accurate information is found in books, 
documentaries, and museums (static or flying  ).  I also believe 

scale/3D modeling and military artwork stokes one’s imagination 
and view of WWII.   

By far, the easiest way to connect to history is through film.   And, 
I’ve had time to watch more than a few films having returned from 
Alaska with Covid.  War films are usually in my daily queue.  

When we toured the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum last summer, 
one of the most surprising stories from the Pearl Harbor attack 
was the Ni’ihau Incident or “Battle of Ni’ihau” from December 7-13, 
1941.  Part of the second wave during the attack, Japanese naval 
pilot Shigenero Nishikaichi crash-landed his Zero on the sparsely 
populated northern-most island of Ni’ihau.  Native Hawaiians on 
Ni’ihau, unaware of the attack, treated Nishikaishi as a guest, 
treated his injuries, and held a dinner in his honor.  Two residents 
of Japanese descent communicated with the pilot and knew of 
the attack but kept it secret.  

I 
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REPORTS 

Education Report—Cont. 
Konley Kelley - Education Officer 

They agreed to help him escape the island in hopes of 
reaching a Japanese submarine.  Learning of the at-
tack by radio, island leader, Ben Kanahele and his wife 
confronted Nishikaichi on the run, now armed with his 
sidearm and a shotgun.  Kanahele was shot three 
times but summoned enough strength to throw Nishi-
kaichi against a wall and knock him unconscious.  His 
wife killed the pilot with a blow to the head.  One of 
the Japanese conspirators committed suicide and the 
other surrendered.  Kanahele was awarded the Medal 
of Merit and Purple Heart.  Some have called “The 
Battle of Ni’ihau” the first US ground action of 
WWII.PHAM has a restored Zero in the markings for 
Nishikaichi’s Zero and actual wreckage of the aircraft.  
I wondered about the persons involved in this terrify-
ing incident.  Imagine the confusion, disbelief, and 
betrayal they felt, and certainly the loss of innocence 
in this serene location at the very onset of WWII.  It 
would make a great movie.Well…I found this very re-
cently-made movie by sheer accident last night on 
Prime.  THE ENEMY WITHIN (2019) is about the 
“Battle of Ni’ihau.”  I watched it.  Did I like it?  Yes and 
no.  It is low budget and poorly acted.  Like many 
films, a few details were changed to better fit the sto-
rytelling.  Some reviewers also complain it evokes 
sympathy for the pilot. 

Did what supposedly happened play out on screen?  
Yep…but it was the vision of the filmmaker with artis-
tic license thrown in to fit the story he wanted to pre-
sent.  Isn’t this true of most films?...absolutely.  And, I 
think many of us, particularly in the CAF, have a right 
to be critical.  We are historians at heart and want to 
see truth in the storytelling.  Like you, I hate seeing 
careless mistakes on screen.  I don’t think the retort, 
“why don’t you just go and make it yourself” is fair.  
That is beyond possible for most of us.  Unfortunate-
ly, when any of us think of moments in history, our 
thoughts go to the movies whether we like it or not.  
Using the “Battle of Ni’ihau” as an example, my vision 
of this event will forever include imagery/memory 
flashes of a less than mediocre war film. 
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REPORTS 

Education Report—Cont. 
Konley Kelley - Education Officer 

So, when we watch war movies “inspired or based on a true story,” we hope for the best, but it usually ends 
up a mixed bag.  Movies with true war stories as their core will always be a part of our culture.  Coming 
soon, DEVOTION (2022), based on Adam Makos’ great non-fiction book about Korean War Navy Aviator, 
Jesse Brown.  The trailer looks pretty good.  Fingers crossed. The CAF recently posted a request for mem-
bers to review war movies.  Neat idea.  I want to contribute.  Maybe it is best for me to stick to more 
farfetched war movies like OPERATION PETTICOAT (1959), a personal favorite.  Full confession, I am enter-
tained by movies and try to find something watchable in every film.  Maybe it is from my short stint working 
in Hollywood.  I can stomach more than most people I know. And, wouldn’t you know it, there is a kernel of 
truth to a submarine painted pink existing in WWII.  Look it up. 



 

CREW CHIEFS CORNER 
Hey Crew, 
 
Well the Tour season is up and running and the girls have been behaving. 
 
I would like to think all the maintenance volunteers who worked through the winter 
to help us get both Fifi and Lil out on time..! 
 
Right now I am in the middle of building up spare QEC‘s for a Fifi and Lil. 
 
Also,  I am still looking for help to get the large shelves erected in the Squadron 
hangar so we can start getting the hangar organized and ready for next winter 

maintenance. 
 
We are also looking for some people to help do some upkeep on our maintenance 
equipment. 
 
We’re out here Monday through Friday so if you have a free day to come out and 
lend a hand,  I would really appreciate it. 
 
Thanks again for all the dedication and hard work that everybody puts in to helping 

keep the squadron going! 
 
- Crew Chief Rick  

19 JUNE 2022  |  B29-B24 SQUADRON 



 

“TALK TO THEM GOOSE!” 
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2022 TOUR 

Tour DuJour 
Meet The 2022 ‘Tour-De-Force’ That Keeps ‘Em Flying 

Burney Baskett 
Tour Leader 

Todd Erskine 
Tour Leader 

Cheryl Hilvert 
Tour Leader 

Pam Pedron 
Tour Leader  

Steve Schapiro 
Tour Leader  

Jacques Robitaille 
Tour Leader  

bove are your 2022 tour leaders that make each touring season a success for the squadron.  
Countless hours go into planning, managing, and executing the squadron’s mission of honoring, 
inspiring, and educating as our aircraft tour various locations around the country and sometimes 

beyond.  If you are on tour or have the opportunity later in the year - please take a moment to thank our 
tour leaders for their dedication, time, and effort coordinating and managing squadron touring operations. 

A 

“Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success” - Henry Ford 

John Beckwith 
Tour Leader 

Stuart Watkins 
Tour Leader  

“Of The Day” (in French) 
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TOUR 2022 
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FOR THESE PHOTOS AND MANY MORE CHECK OUT THE FLYER WEB PAGE 
PHOTOS & VIDEOS WILL BE ADDED THROUGHOUT THE TOUR SEASON
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IN THE NEWS 

Antonov AN-225 “Mriya” 
RAREAIR 

Cold War Aviation Icon Lost 
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he Antonov An-225 Mri-
ya “dream or inspiration” 
was a heavy lift cargo 
aircraft designed in the 

1980s by the Antonov Design Bu-

reau in Soviet Ukraine. It was origi-
nally developed to transport the 
Soviet version of the US space 
shuttle known as the “Buran”. Two 

aircraft were ordered however only 
one was completed just before the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the cancellation of the Soviet 
Buran orbiter program. 

The An-225 holds several aviation 
records including ‘heaviest aircraft 
ever constructed’ and ‘largest 
wingspan’ of any aircraft in opera-
tional service. The An-225 has a 
wingspan of 290 ft. FIFI—the 
squadron’s mighty B-29 Superfor-
tress heavy bomber by compari-
son has a wing span of 141 ft.  

For scale, that’s 69% larger than 
FiFi’s wingspan. 

T 
After the fall of the Soviet Union 
the An-225 sat idle for several 
years without purpose. In the late 
1990s the An-225 was refurbished 
for use as a heavy cargo transport 

with an ability to carry objects and 
loads by air which were otherwise 
impossible such as heavy equip-
ment and massive quantities of 

supplies for disaster-relief opera-
tions.  The plane holds the world 
record for largest total payload of 
559,589 lbs. or 279 tons. In early 
2020, the Mriya transported large 
quantities of medical supplies 

from China due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Tragically, the An-225 was recently 
heavily damaged or destroyed due 
to the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
at its airbase at Antonov Airport in 
Hostomel, Ukraine. 

Antonov Airlines has started a 
fundraiser to restore the An-225 
which is estimated to require $3 
billion and take five years. 

Aircraft Specifications 

Crew: 6 
Capacity: 253 Tons (559,580 lbs) 
Length: 275 ft 
Height: 59 ft 
 
Fuel Capacity: 660,000 lbs 
Max Speed: 530 mph 
Cruise Speed: 500 mph 
Range: 9,600 mi with max fuel or 2,500mi with 
200ton payload 
Service Ceiling: 36,000 ft 



 24 JUNE 2022  |  B29-B24 SQUADRON 

FLIGHT EXAMS 

Can You Identify This Navy 

Fighter Aircraft?  

Hint: It was a US Navy First 

Check out the answer below. 

High-flying 
hybrid! 

Visual Aptitude Check  

Mental Accuity Check  

 
1. What is the wing flap setting on the B-29 for all standard takeoffs? 

2. What is the flap setting on the B-29 for landings? 

3. When is it ok to pull props through on a squadron bomber? 

4. What must be submitted electronically before every squadron flight? 

5. Grey smoke coming from an engine’s cowl flaps suggests…? 

6. The B-29 Aft Battery Switch should always be off in flight? (True/False) 

7. What issue should you always be alert for and aware of when operating in and 
    around the squadron’s B-24 Liberator? 

Answers:   Picture:  Ryan FR Fireball—First US Naval Jet Aircraft - mixed power (propeller & jet)  Mental Acuity:  1. 15 Degrees.  2. 35 or 45 degrees.  3. Never - 
Flight Engineers are responsible for pulling props.  4. Crew Manifest.  Lead scanner or delegated scanner should complete before flight.  5. Cylinder failure  or 

exhaust stack failure (if you see it, say it).  6. False - The B-29 aft battery switch should always be on in normal flight.  7. (CG) Center of Gravity - the B-24 can 
easily fall on its tail or damage the pogo. Always be mindful of cargo and the number of crew/passengers/visitors when working in and around the B-24. 

Right:  1. ULTRA  2. Barnes Wallace  3. Northrop P-61 Black Widow  4. Charles Lindbergh  5. V2 Rocket  6. True - Project Habakkuk  7. African or European? 
 8. Nancy Love  9. Consolidated  PBY  Catalina  Flying Boat 

Historical Prowess 

Are You Buff Enough? 

1. What was the codename for 
British Signal Intelligence 
(SIGINT) which broke WW2 Ger-
man ciphers & message codes? 

2. Name the British engineer who 
developed an airborne ‘bouncing 
bomb’ which was used to destroy 
German dams in WW2. 

3.  Which WW2 aircraft was the 
first to be designed as a night 
fighter and also the first designed 

to use radar? 

4. Which famous US civilian pilot 

is credited with solving many of 
the early problems with the Lock-
heed P-38 Lightning fighter air-
craft? 

5. The world’s first operational 
guided ballistic missile was 

called?  

6. The United States & Great Brit-
ain jointly worked on a secret 
project to build giant aircraft car-
riers capable of launching B-29s 
made entirely from a secret for-
mulation of slow melting ice cre-
ated by an eccentric scientist…

(True or False)? 

7. At level flight, what is the nom-
inal airspeed velocity of an unla-
den swallow? 

8. Who was the first female pilot 
in the Army Air Forces in WW2? 
 
9. Name the Consolidated air-
craft that pre-dated the B-24 Lib-
erator, but shares many of the 
same parts and designs. 

FUN FACTS: 

While history buffs know of the famous Norden bombsight 

used to by bombardiers to identify and hit their targets in 
WW2, the Sperry S-1 bombsight (pictured left) was another 

bombsight widely used during the war.  Some profess that 

the Sperry was actually a superior design and more accu-

rate than the Norden.  Sperry S-1’s were almost exclusively 
fitted to Consolidated B-24 Liberator bombers.  Politics 

and Norden’s domination of the market led the cancella-

tion of the S-1 in 1943.  The Sperry Company was also the 
creator of the ‘ball turret’ used on B-17s and B-24’s.  Our 

own Diamond Lil is equipped with a Sperry S-1 bombsight.  

Check it out the next time you have a chance! 
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CROSSWORD 

ACROSS: 

2. Inflatable airmen’s life vest (nickname) 
5. Nickname of WW2 flight route over eastern Himala-

yan Mountains 
7. Pulling props through helps detect this engine condi-
tion 
10. English jet engine inventor 

12. A "Lighter than air" aircraft 
14. Famous Big Band composer/leader 
15. A previous owner of Diamond Lil 
17. Codename of WW2 oil field raid 
18. Considered turning point of the Pacific War 
19. Aircraft flight control that alters an aircraft's roll 

DOWN 
1. WW2 Army Air Force Chief 
3. Advanced development program with a smelly name 

4. "Atomic" B-29s 
6. Famous WW2 Marine Corps Pilot 
8. Wooden Goose 
9. US Aircraft carrier sunk at Coral Sea during WW2 

11. UK WW2 fighter plane 
13. Cleaner used only on plexiglass for squadron aircraft 
16. Salad dressing that also shares this aircraft’s name 
20. "Radio detection and ranging"  

ANSWERS WILL BE POSTED ON THE SQUADRON WEBSITE IN 

THE MEMBERS AREA UNDER “THE FLYER”  GOOD LUCK! 
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VICTORY GARDEN 

Recipes For Victory 
Fight Boredom In The Kitchen 

Plain Honey Cake 
Ingredients: 
Two cups sifted flour 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons baking powder 

1/2 cup shortening 
2/3 cup of honey 
1/3 cup of sugar 
2 eggs (whites and yolks beaten separately) 
1/3 cup of milk 
2 teaspoons of cream 
 
Instructions: 
Sift the dry ingredients. Cream shortening, sugar, and hon-
ey together well with blender, add beaten egg yolks and 
blend. Sift dry ingredients into honey-butter mixture alter-
nately with the milk. Do not beat after flour has been add-
ed– merely cut in the flour until it is moistened. Add the 
cream and stir in. Add your batter into 2-layer cake tins 
which have been lined with wax paper and buttered/oiled. 
Bake at 350 degrees (Fahrenheit) for 20 minutes. 

Taken from World War 2 era newspapers these war era recipes allow you to taste a bit of history at home.  

Honey Icing 
Ingredients: 
One cup honey 
2 egg whites 
Pinch of salt 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
 
Instructions: 
Cook honey to 238 degrees Fahrenheit or until it will spin 
a thread. Pour slowly over the well beaten egg whites, 
beating constantly. Add salt and vanilla and beat until stiff 
enough to spread. Honey Cakes are delicious with spices:  
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon each ginger, cinnamon, nutmeg and 
cloves is a good suggestion. 

Best Weekly War-Time 
Recipe:  All-In-One 
Casserole 
(By Dr. Edith Beeton) 
Ingredients: 
One cup diced raw potato 
Salt/Pepper 
One cup sliced raw onions 
One cup finely diced carrots 
1 lb. raw ground hamburger or pork 
1/4 cup uncooked rice 
2 cups tomato soup or juice or 1 pint of boil-
ing water 
 
Instructions: 

Have a large casserole dish, well buttered. 
Place a layer of the following ingredients in 
the casserole dish, in the order given, season-
ing each layer with a little salt and pepper:  1 
cup diced raw potatoes, 1 cup sliced raw on-
ions, 1 cup finely diced carrots, 1 lb. raw 
ground hamburger or pork, 1/4 cup cooked 
rice, 2 cups tomato soup or tomato juice, or 

substitute 1 pint of boiling water. Cover tight-
ly and bake at 325 deg. Fahrenheit for 1.5 
hours. These amounts serve ten and come 
from a recipe my mother had when we were 
children.  There were eight of us, but the 
whole dish was always eaten. I sent it in be-
cause all of the vegetable minerals are saved 
and the casserole we used was glass and 
could be taken to the table—thus saving 
some dishwashing—we had to think of that. 
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Disclaimer:  The editor of the Flyer cannot be held personally re-
sponsible or liable for any postprandial problems, tastebud tribula-

tions, or any other digestive difficulties.  The Flyer’s editor is also not 
responsible for any “alterations” to an aircraft’s overall CG or flight 
suit sizes after consumption of any food items presented.  Culinary 
discretion may be advised. 

Recipes From:  The Windsor Star, Ontario Canada - Jan 31, 1942 (Sat.) 

History Fact:  Honey was used as a replace-

ment for sugar during WW2 since food ra-

tioning limited the amount of sugar each 

household could obtain.  Many desserts 

from this era feature honey as a sweetener.  

Have you tried these recipes or have a recipe that stands the test of time?  Let the Flyer know at:  d.ross.martin@gmail.com  
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FLYER 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

B29 | B24 SQUADRON        

Website:  www.cafb29b24.org     YouTube: 

Website:  www.airpowertour.org     https://www.youtube.com/user/B29B24Squadron 

 

Ride Desk:   (432) 413-4100 

Hangar:  (972) 387-2924 

 

Mailing Address:  PO BOX 763577 Dallas, TX 75376, USA 

B29 | B24 SQUADRON OFFICERS 

Position Name Phone Email 

Squadron Leader Archie Taylor (817) 944-3226 taylor2014@tx.rr.com 

Executive Officer Al Benzing (214) 707-2726 albenzing@gmail.com 

Operations Officer Al Herum (305) 923-3810 aldh1000@gmail.com 

Adjutant/Membership Officer Pam Pedron (940) 453-6879 pjpedron@centurylink.net 

Maintenance Officer Bill Goeken (817) 308-1916 wk.goeken@verizon.net 

Safety & Training Officer Stuart Watkins (623) 980-4155 stuwatkins45@gmail.com 

Finance Officer Curtis Limerick (972) 897-3177 climerick@outlook.com 

Development Officer David O’Connor (903) 520-1634 david@fiveoaks.org 

Education Officer Konley Kelley (214) 995-5184 konartist@verizon.net 

Squadron Volunteer Leaders 

“The Flyer” Newsletter Editor Ross Martin (214) 744-3484 d.ross.martin@gmail.com 

Appearance Captain Henry Borerlon (972) 406-0644 pixiee@sbcglobal.net 

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith (214) 284-9128 alma@b29b24px.org 

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith (214) 565-8562 diverock@hotmail.com 

Marketing 

Public Info Officer/Media Team Jacques Robitaille (972) 977-4245 jrobi1116@outlook.com 

Squadron Staff    

Senior Crew Chief Rick Garvis (972) 380-8800 rgarvis@cafhq.org 

Administrative Manager Jeremy Ott (972) 387-2924 jott@cafhq.org 
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FLYER 
IMAGE CREDITS 

Flyer Cover / Ross Martin 
 

Antonov AN-225 / Alex Beltyukov via Airliners.net 
 

Antonov AN-225 / Larkse/Wikimedia Commons 

 
Damaged AN-225—Possibly @DALperovitch (twitter) - source unconfirmed 

 
Sperry S-1 Bombsight / Glennsmuseum.com 

 
“Fruits of Victory” Leonebel Jacobs, 1918, National War Garden Commission 

via Modern Farmer Victory Garden Posters 
 

Tour 2022 Photos / Michael Bauer & John Beckwith 
 

Top Gun Maverick / Image:  Paramount Pictures 

The contents of this newsletter may not be reproduced in whole or in part without the express written consent of the Commemorative Airforce B29 | B24 Squadron 


